Amendments to and listing of the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) Neutral electrode for HF surgery, comprising 

at least one electrically conductive section (2), which can be brought into adapted to 
contact with a acction portion of a patient's body , characterized in that the 
neutral electrode — (-i} — compriaca ^and comprising a circulation-promoting means 
fehate adapted to enhance blood flow at least through tehe said body acction that ia portion 
in contact with fehe said section ( 2 ) . 

2. (Currently Amended) = Neutral electrode according to Claim 1 , characterized in that 
t h e a t leaat on e wherein said section (2) is coated with a conductive gel to improve the 
contact between the at lcaat one said sectio n ( 2 ) and the acction said portion of the 
patient's body. 

3. (Currently Amended) Neutral electrode according to Claim 1 or 2 , — characterized 
in that the 1, wherein said circulation-promoting means comprioc comprises a substance 
441— that contains a circulation-promoting agent. 

4. (Currently Amended) = Neutral electrode according to one of the preceding 
claima, — in particular according to Claim 3, characterized in that the at 
lcaat one wherein said sectio n (2) is coated with tfeesaid substance ( 4 ) that contains 
tfeesaid circulation-promoting agent. 

5. (Currently Amended) Neutral electrode according to one of the preceding claimo, 
in particular according to Claim 3 or 4 , characterized in that thc 2 wherein said 
gel incorporates tfeea substance ( 4 ) that contains fehea circulation-promoting agent. 

6. (Currently Amended) = Neutral electrode according to one of the preceding claima, 
in particular according to Claim 3 to 5 , — characterized in that Claim 1 , 
wherein a carrier material (3) for holding the adapted to hold said conductive section 
incorporates thea substance (4) that contains fehea-circulation-promoting agent. 



7. (Currently Amended) Neutral electrode according to one of the preceding 
claimo, cha ra c terized in that the Claim 1 , wherein said circulation-promoting means 
comprise elements— f2-j — s-M- that supply a stimulus current. 

8. (Currently Amended) = Neutral electrode according to one of the preceding claima, 
in particular according to Claim 7, — characterized in that the Claim 7, 
comprising a plurality of said electrically conductive sections and wherein said elements that 
supply fehe said stimulus current are disposed in such a way that feh esaid stimulus current flows 
between at least two of said sections ( 2 , 2 1 ) within the neutral electrode (l) . 

9. (Currently Amended) = Neutral electrode according to one of the preceding claima, 
in particular according to one of the claima 7 or 8 , characterized in 
th a t theClaims 7, wherein said elements that supply the stimulus current comprise separate 
electrical connector devices ( 6 ) for connection to a current source. 

10. (Currently Amend ed) = Neutral electrode according to one of the preceding claim a , 
■ characterized in that tho Claim 1 , wherein said circulation-promoting means 
e omprioc comprises warmable elements-4 frK 

11. (Currently Amended) Neutral electrode according to Claim 1 , wherein said 

Hr-. Neutral ele c trode according to one of the preceding claimo, 

ch ar a cterized in that the circulation-promoting means compriac comprises elements 
( 9 ) that can bc are heated by oupplying a direct supply of energy directl yt hereto . 

12. (Currently Amended) = Conductive gel for use in the. application of a neutral electrode to a 
acction portion of a patient's body, containing at least one of capsaicin e^anda similar mcana 
for promot ing agent that promotes blood circulation. 



